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around the village; others, in much larger numbers,
which are intended for breeding, are shut up through-
out the year on a peninsula over ten leagues in
extent, formed by the Mississipi and the river of the
Tamarouas. These animals, which are seldom
approached, have become almost wild, and artifice
must be employed in order to catch them. If a
habitant needs a pair of oxen, he goes to the penin-
sula. When he sees a bull large enough to be
trained, he throws a handful of salt to him, and
stretches out a long rope with a noose at the end;
then he lies down. The animal which is eager for
salt, draws near; as soon as its foot is in the noose
the man on the watch pulls the rope, and the bull is
captured. The same is done for horses, calves, and
colts; this is all that it costs to get a pair of oxen or
of horses. Moreover, these animals are not subject
to any diseases; they live a long time, and, as a
rule, die only of old age.

In this part of Louisiana there are five French and
three Illinois villages within a distance of twenty-
two leagues; they are situated upon a long prairie
bounded on the East by a chain of mountains and
the river of the Tamarouas, and on the West by the
Mississipi. The five French villages contain in all
about one hundred and forty families. The three
villages of Savages may furnish three hundred men
capable of bearing arms. There are several salt-
springs in this country, one of which, two leagues
from here, supplies all the salt consumed in the
surrounding country, and in many posts which are
dependencies of Canada. There are mines without
number, but as no one is in a position to incur the
expense necessary for opening and working them,



